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6 MAY 1848 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 
London, W.1. 
April 26, 1948. 
RESTRICTED 
Dear John: 


Bill MacIntyre, our Telecommunications Attache, had a long 
talk last night with Mr. Taylor, Vice President of Columbia Broad- 
casting Corp. Mr. Paylor left Jerusalem on “pril 23, and appears 
to be very knowledgeable. Bill made the enclosed memorandu of 
conversation with the thought that it might be useful to you as 
background for our meeting at 3:30 p.m. April 29. It seems possible 
that the "Mr. Jordan" mentioned in paragraph 3 of the memorandum 
might also have some information, 


Bill made it clear to Mr. Taylor that this Embassy has as yet 
received no instructions to take up with the Foreign Office assist- 
ance to journalists and broadcasters, and that in discussing the 
matter with Mr. Taylor his only purpose was to elicit further in-~ 
formation which might be of use to the Foreign Office. 


With best wishes. 


John Beith, Esq., 
Eastern Department, 
The Foreign Office, 
S.¥.1. 


PS. O02 the wnrfermalion tn We 4 7rqzter. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


RESTRICTED ‘ 


The U.S. broadcasters in Jerusalem are rated as three good men: 


a. Farnsworth Fowle, CBS; experienced on near-east affairs; 
Rhodes scholar, Exeter College 


b. John Donovan, NBC 

c. Richard Williams, BBC; accompanied by Angell, his engineer 
The Jewish Agency has no facilities to transmit out of Jerusalem - 
but they would seem to like to have some. Walter Lourie, the 
Hagenah communications man, told CBS that he had nothing to. 
offer - but that if he could track down any transmitters (see 
below), he would try to capture them. 

The British civilians who must remain behind willh ave to provide 
their own security, and their own communications outlet. They 
have employed a British citizen who worked for the Palestine 
electric light company to set up the communications for then. 

Mr, Jerdan, of the Foreign Office, made the arrangements for 
them; he is now in London - was at Strand Pala@®. 

The No. 19 transmitter is a police control type, local range 

only - perhaps 10 to 20 miles. Theme are 5 of these, whieh 

will be installed as follows: 


1 in the residence of the British representative at 
Damascus Gate (very easy to capture) 


1 in St. Georges Cathedral (Anglican) and the Cathedral close. 

This is where the British will be housed. Also 10 US 

correspondents, if they desire it. 

1 in St. Andrews Hospital 

2 undecided as of 4/24/48 
Also in the residence of the British representative at Damascus 
Gate will be 2 No. 399 transmitters. This is a US made set, 
possibly RCA. Short Wave. About 500 w. output. Can have as 
power supply a generator driven by a jeep motor - which, using 
25 gals/day, introduces the gasoline supply problem. 


The 2 No. 399 can be set up this way: - 

a. 1 will be set up and used for British commnications with 
the outside world, principally for service messages. This 
is Morse code, manual key transmission. No voice trans- 


mission. Correspondents have been promised one pooled 
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message of 200 - 500 words/day. FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS 
REQUIRED. 

b. 1 could be used for goice transmission, and would be operated 
only at specified time for news broadcast. 11:45 AM to 12 noon 
with repeat 12 noon to 12:15 (GMT). FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS 
REQUIKED. 

If voice transmission of 5 (b) can be worked out, there are 5 

possibilities of pickup and "live" relay: 

ae At Amman, via C&W's "Blue Train" mobile equipment, thence to 
London & New York. However, the question of Arab censorship 
arises. Also, there is no assurance that the Blue Train will 
ever get into operation at Anman - capture by Arabs. 

be At Cyprus, via C&W transmitters to London 

ce Rome 

d. Cairo - but would be subject to Arab censorship 

e. Ankara, where there are two 20 KW transmitters. The engineer 
(3 above) feels that, all conditions being favorable, the 
lio, 399 could reach London with voice transmission - but 
this is probably optomistic. | 

In the US Consulate in Jerusalem there is a No. 599 transmitter 

and one operator. These are Morse transmissions only (no voice) 
(cipher) 

and all must be in/code. (Dep't. regs?) Transmissions are one 

morning hour, and one afternoon hour, to Teheran. At Teheran 

they pick up a transmitter to Washington direct. 

The Consul-General has offered the US correspondents a pooled 

message of 200 - 400 words/day but, since it would be enciphered, 

the subgitted message would have to be paraphrased. 

(Is this a true statement?) 

At Ramallah thepe is a medium wave transmitter of the Palestine 

broadcast service. Arabs now control this point. It is possible - 

rather remote - that this station could be monitored outside. 

The transmitters of the Palestine police force are too small 

to reuch beyond Palestine. 

At Haifa, CxW was building a transmitter to carry voice veyond 

Palestine. Construction was stopped on 4-22-48. It would 
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require a long time - possibly some months = to complete this 
installation. 

At Tel Aviv, there is a small medium wave transmitter, property 
of the Karenah, which will work as far as Jerusalem. 

R.C.A.c. hopes to start installing a communications transmitter 
in Jerusalem, starting work about June 15. 

There is a radio amateur in Tel Aviv who is in constant commu- 
nication with another radio amateur in New York. But the US 
(FCC) laws operate against possibility of using this channel. 


Besides, Jewish censorship. 


